
Key messages 
 Despite some increase in rainfall in Somalia during the last half of November 2016, drought condi ons con-

nue to be experienced in many parts of the country following the poor and erra c rain since late Septem-
ber.  

 The 2016 Deyr (October-December) rainfall was characterized by a late onset and poor distribu on which 
has led to large rainfall/moisture deficits across the country. The season has come to an end in early to mid-
December and was generally very poor with most of the country recording below 50 percent of the normal 
total rainfall for the season.  

    Somalia Drought Watch 

Drought Condi ons Classifica on 

Moderate drought condi ons Some damage to crops, and pastures;  some water shortages developing or imminent 

Severe drought condi ons Crop or pasture losses is likely; water shortages common and water trucking imminent 

Extreme drought condi ons Major crop/pasture  and livestock losses; widespread water shortages and water trucking 
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 As a result of poor Deyr season rainfall, 
drought severity worsened and expand-
ed to more areas, con nuing to ad-
versely affect pasture, water, livestock 
and crops, with large deple on of vege-
ta on cover across the country.  

 
 Drought Impact is worse in northeast 

Somalia that has suffered from consec-
u ve seasons of poor rainfall. The worst 
affected areas include Puntland and 
eastern parts of Somaliland which are 
experiencing extreme drought condi-

ons. 
 
 Prospects for Deyr season cereal pro-

duc on is bleak, with crop failure ex-
pected in many areas.   

 
 Juba and Shabelle river levels have 

been near to below normal during most 
of the current Deyr season; cereal pro-
duc on is also expected to be below 
average in riverine areas 

 
 Dry weather condi ons are expected to 

con nue to worsen across most parts 
of the country as we enter the hot and 
dry Jilaal (January-March) season.  

 
 The nega ve trends are not expected 

to reverse un l the arrival of Gu (April-
June) rains next year. 

Map 1: Drought Condi ons in Somalia, December 2016 


