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        Som a lia  La nd  Cove r / La nd  Us e

METHODOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
  
This  m a p wa s  prod uce d  a pplying  the  USGS Ra pid  La nd  Cove r Ma ppe r (RLCM) m e thod olog y tha t us e s  the  
re g ula rly s pa ce d  (in this  ca s e  500 m  s pa cing ) d ot g rid  s ta tis tica l a pproa ch to g e ne ra te  la nd  cove r d a ta . The  
principa l a im  of this  s tud y wa s  to prod uce  a n upd a te d  s ta tis tica l a s s e s s m e nt of Som a lia ’s  cultiva ble  a re a s . 
  
USGS ERO S Da ta  Ce nte r provid e d  with ASTER s a te llite  im a g e ry of 15 m  re s olution, a cquire d  m a inly in 
2013. The  a ve ra g e  vis ua l inte rpre ta tion s ca le  is  1:50,000. The  Joint Re s e a rch Ce ntre  (JRC) of the  
Europe a n Com m is s ion provid e d  with a d d itiona l LANDSAT ETM (2009-2011) s a te llite  im a g e s  a nd  
contribute d  to the  d e finition a nd  a ccura cy a s s e s s m e nt of the  m e thod olog y. LANDSAT im a g e ry 
com ple m e nte d  the  ba s e line  im a g e s  in a re a s  whe re  e ithe r cloud  cove r wa s  pre s e nt on ASTER im a g e s  or 
whe n g a ps  occurre d . Ve ry hig h re s olution s a te llite  im a g e s  we re  a ls o us e d  to re fine  the  inte rpre ta tion of 
cultiva ble  a re a s  a nd  to ve rify/va lid a te  the  na tura l ve g e ta tion cove r.  
 
Sta nd a rd ize d  FAO  La nd  Cove r Me ta  La ng ua g e  (LCML) m e thod olog y wa s  utilize d  to cre a te  the  le g e nd  for 
the  a na lys is . The  a re a  cove re d  by e a ch la nd  cove r cla s s  wa s  d e rive d  from  the  cla s s ifie d  d ots . For m ore  
d e ta ils  re fe rs  to SWALIM Re port No. RSM-02-1. For copie s  of this  m a p write  to s wa lim @fa o.org   
 

Som a lia  Wa te r a nd  La nd  Inform a tion Ma na g e m e nt (SWALIM) Proje ct. 
UN Som a lia , Ng e cha  Roa d , O ff Lowe r Ka be te  Roa d , 

P.O . Box 30470, 00100, Na irobi, Ke nya .
http://www.fa os wa lim .org   E-m a il: s wa lim @fa o.org

Som a lia  Wa te r a nd  La nd  Inform a tion Ma na g e m e nt (SWALIM) Proje ct. SWALIM is  a  m ulti d onor proje ct im ple m e nte d  by the  Food  a nd  Ag riculture  O rg a niza tion of the  Unite d  Na tions  a nd  re ce ive s  fund ing  from  Europe a n Union, UNICEF a nd  Com m on Hum a nita ria n Fund  (CHF). 
Ma p Re f: RSM-SO MALIA-DO T-GRID-20150331-A0-001
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